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Port Aggregator Tap Guarantees
Correct Packet Ordering

Solution Brief

Port aggregation is an important technology for increasing network monitoring efficiency. It enables a
tool to see both sides of a full-duplex conversation through a single network interface controller (NIC).
Accessing network traffic with Port Aggregator Taps doubles the number of links that can be monitored by

a tool with a fixed number of NICs.
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Figure 1: Port Aggregator Taps double monitoring capacity (per NIC)

Unfortunately, port aggregation has the potential to deliver traffic with packets from the two sides of

the link out of sequence relative to their arrival times, and this can upset protocol and forensic analysis
applications. This paper explains why maintaining correct packet order is important, why most Port
Aggregator Taps cannot guarantee correct packet ordering, and how Net Optics solves this problem in a
new generation of Port Aggregator Taps with internal timestamping.




















